3517-45 




IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: Kuno et al 

Serial No.: 09/384,532 

Filed: August 27, 1 999 
For: 
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Art Unit: 2624 
Customer No.: 29540 
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PETITION TO WITHDRAWAL A HOLDING OF ABANDONMENT BASED ON FAILURE 

TO RECEIVE OFFICE ACTION 



Mail Stop Issue Fee 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313 



Sir: 

Applicants file this petition to have the holding of abandonment of October 6, 
2006 withdrawn for the above application for the reason of not receiving the Office Action, 
"Notice of Non-compliant Amendment", of March 1, 2004. Applicants also respectfully request 
the entry of the amendment and RCE filed on February 4, 2004 and our subsequent amendment 
filed on February 10, 2006 in response to the notice of non-compliant amendment of March 1, 
2004. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in 
an envelope addressed: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on December/ 2006 

Ronald E. Brown ^ 




December ^ 2006 



Date of Signature 
The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional 
fees which may be required, or credit any overpayment to 
Account No. 50-1 145, Order No. 099998.000069 



REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully request that the notice of abandonment issued on October 
6, 2006 be withdrawn. Applicants also respectfully request the entry of the amendment and RCE 
filed on February 4, 2004 (a copy enclosed as Exhibit A) and our subsequent amendment filed 
on February 10, 2006 (a copy enclosed as Exhibit B) in response to the Notice of Non-compliant 
Amendment of March 1, 2004. 

As itemized under 711.03(c) under section titled, "I. PETITION TO 
WITHDRAW HOLDING OF AMANDONMENT", subsection "A. Petiton To Withdraw 
Holding of Abandonment Based on Failure To Receive Office Action", the following documents 
are also enclosed to establish the non-receipt of the Office Action: 

1) A statement of Ronald E. Brown, Registration No. 32,200 attesting to the fact that a search of 
the file jacket and docket records indicates that the Office Communication was not received. 
(Exhibit C) 

2) A copy of the docket record where the non-received Office communication would have been 
entered had it been received and docketed. (Exhibit D) 

The applicant also respectfully brings to the attention of the Examiner that prior to 
receiving the Notice of Abandonment, Applicants learned of this application's probable 
abandonment on the basis of telephone conversations with Examiner Douglas Q. Tran (571) 272- 
7442 and David Moore (571) 272-7437 of the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
("PTO") on January 31, 2006. 

After the telephone conversation with Examiner Tran and Examiner Moore, 
Applicant promptly submitted the attached amendment enclosed herewith as Exhibit B on 
February 10, 2006. The remarks section of the amendment included a detailed timeline of 
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submissions and copies of the submissions as attachments, including several address change 
requests, which were all timely filed . 

Also please note that the copy of the Notice of Non-compliant Amendment of 
March 1, 2004 obtained through PAIR indicates that the communication was addressed to 
Pitney, Hardin, Kipp & Szuch LLP, 605 Third Avenue , New York, NY 10017. (Exhibit E) On 
November 18, 2003 and March 3, 2003, we filed an application for Change of Correspondence 
Address, indicating that our new address at that time was 685 Third Avenue . This fact further 
supports that the communication was not received by us. The communication was not received 
by us because it was sent to the wrong address. 

Applicants also enclose a copy of the postcard with a stamp date as Exhibit F 
which shows that the amendment of February 10, 2006 attached as Exhibit B was filed and 
received by the U.S. Patent and Trademark office. 

Applicants respectfully request that the notice of abandonment to be withdrawn 
and to open the application for continued prosecution. 

Applicants do not believe that any fees are due. However, if any fees are due, 
please charge such sums to our Deposit Account: 50-1 145. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No. 32,200 



(212) 297-5800 

Pitney Hardin LLP 

7 Times Square 

New York, NY 10036-7311 
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2. I Miscellaneous I 

a. □ Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1..103(c) for 

a period Of ___ months. (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 CFR 1.17(i) required) 

b. □ Other 

3. | Fees | The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1 .17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.114 when the RCE is filed. 
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Deposit Account No. 



i. 
ii. 



RCE fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
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Sir: 

In response to the Office Action of May 19, 2003 and further to the Notice of 
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above-captioned application as follows: 
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In the DrawinRs: 

Please amend Figure 3 as shown in red in the attached copy thereof. No new matter has 
been added. 
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Amendments to the Claims: 



This listing will replace all prior versions, and listings, of the claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A print system comprising: 
a terminal that generates image data; 

at least one printer that performs print operations for forming an image on a recording 
medium using an ink based on print data; and 

a printer controller that is connected between the terminal and the printer and converts the 
image data into the print data; 

wherein the printer controller comprises: 

predicting means for predicting a required ink amount indicating an amount of ink 
required for the printer to perform the print operations based on the print data; 

a memory that stores required ink amount data indicating the required ink amount; and 

transmitting means for transmitting a request signal to the printer, the request signal 
requesting the printer to transmit remaining ink amount data indicating a remaining ink amount 
which indicates an amount of ink remaining in the printer; 

the printer comprises: 

managing means for managing the remaining ink amount data; and 

transmitting means for transmitting the ink amount data in response to the request signal; 
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and 

at least one of the terminal and the printer controller comprises: 

receiving means for receiving the remaining ink amount data from the transmitting means 
of the printer; 

retrieving means for retrieving the required ink amount data stored in the memory; 

determination means for determining based on the remaining ink amount data and the 
required ink amount data, whether or not the remaining ink amount is sufficient to complete the 
print operations, based on the print data, before the print operations are started; [[and]] 

notifying means for notifying a user of a determination result determined by the 
determination means, the notifying means notifying the user before the print operations are 
started and 

data-transmitting means for transmitting the print data to the printer only if the 
determining means has determined that the remaining ink amount is sufficient to complete the 
print operations based on the print data, wherein the printer performs the print operations based 
on the print data transmitted from the data-transmitting means . 

2. (original) The print system according to claim 1, wherein the determination means 
further determines how much ink is short when the remaining ink amount is determined to be not 
sufficient, and the notifying means notifies the user of how much ink is short. 

3. (original) The print system according to claim 1, wherein the transmitting means of the 
printer controller repeatedly transmits the request signal at a predetermined interval. 
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4. (original) The print system according to claim 1 , wherein the printer controller further 
comprises preview data generating means for generating preview data based on the image data, 
the preview data being generated by reducing a size of the image data, and the predicting means 
predicts the required ink amount based on the preview data. 

5. (original) The print system according to claim 4, wherein the predicting means 
comprises: 

average tone calculation means for calculating an average tone of pixels making up a 
preview image, the preview image being formed based on the preview data; 

average density calculation means for calculating an average density of the image to be 
formed based on the average tone; and 

ink amount calculation means for calculating., as the required ink amount, an ink amount 
for forming the image with the average density at an actual size. 

6. (original) The print system according to claim 1, wherein at least one of the terminal and 
the printer controller further comprises an another memory that stores the remaining ink amount 
data, and another determination means for determining whether or not ink needs to be 
replenished to the printer based on the remaining ink amount data stored in the memory; and the 
notifying means further notifies the user that the ink needs to be replenished when the another 
determination means determines that the ink needs to be replenished. 
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7. (original) The print system according to claim 6, wherein the notifying means comprises 
a display that notifies the user of the remaining ink amount by displaying at least one of a normal 
sized graph and a magnified sized graph, the display displaying the magnified sized graph when 
instructed by a user or when the another determination means determines that the ink needs to be 
replenished. 

8. (original) The print system according to claim 6, further comprising a plurality of 
printers, 

wherein the memory stores the remaining ink amount data received from the transmitting 
means of each of the plurality of printers; 

at least one of the terminal and the printer controller further comprises data editing means 
for editing the remaining ink amount data received from the transmitting means of each of the 
plurality of printers into single data; and 

the notifying means notifies the user of the remaining ink amount of each of the plurality 
of printers in a form that enables the user to compare the remaining ink amount of each of the 
plurality of printers. 

9. (original) The print system according to claim 8, wherein the printer controller further 
includes condition detecting means for detecting a condition of the printers; 

the managing means further manages condition data indicating the condition of the 
printers; 

the notifying means notifies the user of the remaining ink amount and the condition of the 
printers based on the remaining ink amount data and the condition data in a form that enables the 
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user to compare the remaining ink amount and the condition of the plurality of printers. 



10. (original) The print system according to claim 9, wherein the printer controller further 
comprises printer selecting means for selecting, based on at least one of the remaining ink 
amount data and the condition data, one of the plurality of printers which performs the print 
operations. 

1 1 . (original) The print system according to claim 1 , wherein 

the printer performs the print operations using a plurality of different colors of ink; 

the predicting means predicts the required ink amount for each of the different colors; 

the managing means manages the remaining ink amount data indicating the remaining ink 
amount for each of the different colors; and 

the determination means determines whether or not the remaining ink amount is 
sufficient for each of the different colors. 

12. (original) The print system according to claim 11, wherein the notifying means 
comprises a display that displays graphs, and the notifying means further notifies the user of the 
remaining ink amount and required ink amount of each of different colors by displaying the 
graphs each indicating the remaining ink amount and required ink amount of corresponding one 
of the different colors. 



11 43672 AO 1020604 



7 



; ■ ) 

13. (Currently Amended) A printer controller connected between a terminal and a printer, the 
terminal generating image data, the printer performing print operations for forming an image on 
a recording medium based on print data, the printer transmitting remaining ink amount data 
indicating an amount of ink remaining in the printer in response to a request signal from external 
devices, the printer controller comprising; 

converting means for converting the image data into the print data; 

predicting means for predicting, based on the image data, a required ink amount 
indicating an ink amount required by the printer for performing the print operations based on the 
print data; 

transmitting means for transmitting the request signal to the printer; 

receiving means for receiving the remaining ink amount data from the printer; 

determination means for determining, before the print operations start, whether the 
remaining ink amount is sufficient for the printer to complete the print operations, based on the 
print data; and 

notifying means for notifying a user of determination results determined by the 
determination means before a printing operation based on the print data is started at the printer 
wherein 

the transmitting means further transmits the print data to the printer only if the 
determination means has determined that the remaining ink amount is sufficient. 
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1 4. (Currently Amended) A printer controller connected between a terminal and a printer, 
the terminal generating image data, the printer performing print operations for forming an image 
on a recording medium based on print data, the printer transmitting remaining ink amount data 
indicating an amount of ink remaining in the printer in response to a request signal from external 
devices, the printer controller comprising: 

converting means for converting the image data into the print data; 

predicting means for predicting, based on the image data, a required ink amount 
indicating an ink amount required by the printer for performing the print operations based on the 
print data; 

first transmitting means for transmitting the request signal to the printer; 

receiving means for receiving the remaining ink amount data from the printer; 
determination means for determining, before the print operations start, whether the remaining ink 
amount is sufficient for the printer to complete the print operations based on the print data; and 

second transmitting means for transmitting required ink amount data indicating the 
required ink amount and the remaining ink amount data to the termina l wherein 

the first transmitting means further transmits the print data to the printer only if the 
determination means has determined that the remaining ink amount is sufficient. 
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15. (Previously Presented) A predicting method for predicting a required ink amount 
required by a printer for performing print operations, the predicting method comprising the steps 
of: 

generating preview data based on image data, by reducing the size of the image data; 
determining an average tone of pixels of a preview image, the preview image being 
formed based on the preview data; 

based on the average tone, calculating an average density of a print image to be printed; 

and 

detecting an ink amount required for printing an entire print region with the average 
density at an actual size. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) A notifying method of notifying a user of an ink amount, the 
notifying method comprising the steps of: 

(a) converting image data into print data; 

(b) predicting a required ink amount indicating an ink amount required by a printer 
for performing print operations, the print operations being performed for forming a print image 
on recording medium based on the print data; 

(c) detecting a remaining ink amount indicating an ink amount remaining in the 

printer; 

(d) comparing the required ink amount with the remaining ink amount; 

(e) determining whether or not the remaining ink amount is sufficient for the printer 
to complete the print operations based on the print data; [[and]] 

(f) notifying a user of a determining result of the step (e), before the printer starts 
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performing the print operations based on the print dat a; and 

(g) performing the printing operations to form the print image based on the print data 
if it is determined in step fe) that the remaining ink amount is sufficient . 
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REMARKS 

This amendment is in response to the Office Action of May 19, 2003 and is being filed 
with an RCE application. 

A proposed change to Figure 3 is shown in red herein. It is respectfully submitted that 
this change is supported by page 15, line 13 of the specification. It is respectfully submitted that 
no new matter is added. 

The Office action rejected Claims 16, 18 and 20-22 under 35 U.S.C. §102(e) as 
anticipated by the Samuels reference. Similarly, the Office Action rejected Claims 17, 19 and 23 
under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as obvious over the Samuels reference in combination with the Garr 
reference; rejected Claims 13 and 14 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as obvious over the combination 
of the Samuels and Awa references; rejected Claim 15 as obvious over the combination of the 
Samuels and Garr references; rejected Claims 1, 3 and 6 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as obvious 
over the combination of the Samuels and Yano and/or Owa references; rejected Claims 2, 4, 5 
and 7-10 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as obvious over the Samuels, Yano and/or Owa references in 
combination with the Garr reference; and rejected Claims 1 1-12 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as 
obvious over the Samuels, Yano and/or Owa, in combination with the Brown, Jr. reference. 

In response to these prior art rejections, Claim 1 has been amended to further recite: 

data-transmitting means for transmitting the print data to 
the printer only if the determining means has determined that the 
remaining ink amount is sufficient to complete the print operations 
based on the print data, wherein the printer performs the print 
operations based on the print data transmitted from the data- 
transmitting means 

Similar amendments have been made to Claims 13, 14 and 16. 
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Early examination and allowance are respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Gerald Levy 
Registration No. 24,419 



Ronald E. Brown 
Registration No. 32,200 

Pitney, Hardin, Kipp & Szuch, L.L.P. 

685 Third Avenue 

New York, New York 10017 

212-297-5800 
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AMENDMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 

In response to the Notice of March 1, 2004 and further to the Office Action of May 19, 
2003 , kindly amend the above-captioned application as follows. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 

with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in 

an envelope addressed: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 

P O Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on February 10, 2006 




Date of Signature 



The Conrmissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional 
fees which may be required, or credit any overpayment to 
Account No. 50-1 145. 
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Tn the DrawinRs: 

Please amend Figure 3 as shown in red in the attached copy thereof. No new matter has 
been added. Figure 3 has been labeled in the top margin as "Replacement Sheet." 
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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing will replace all prior versions, and listings, of the claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A print system comprising: 
a terminal that generates image data; 

at least one printer that performs print operations for forming an image on a recording 
medium using an ink based on print data; and 

a printer controller that is connected between the terminal and the printer and converts the 
image data into the print data; 

wherein the printer controller comprises: 

predicting means for predicting a required ink amount indicating an amount of ink 
required for the printer to perform the print operations based on the print data; 

a memory that stores required ink amount data indicating the required ink amount; and 

transmitting means for transmitting a request signal to the printer, the request signal 
requesting the printer to transmit remaining ink amount data indicating a remaining ink amount 
which indicates an amount of ink remaining in the printer; 

the printer comprises: 

managing means for managing the remaining ink amount data; and 

transmitting means for transmitting the ink amount data in response to the request signal; 
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and 

at least one of the terminal and the printer controller comprises: 

receiving means for receiving the remaining ink amount data from the transmitting means 
of the printer; 

retrieving means for retrieving the required ink amount data stored in the memory; 

determination means for determining based on the remaining ink amount data and the 
required ink amount data, whether or not the remaining ink amount is sufficient to complete the 
print operations, based on the print data, before the print operations are started; [[and]] 

notifying means for notifying a user of a determination result determined by the 
determination means, the notifying means notifying the user before the print operations are 
started and 

data-transmitting means for transmitting the print data to the printer only if the 
determining means has determined that the remaining ink amount is sufficient to complete the 
print operations based on the print data, wherein the printer performs the print operations based 
on the print data transmitted from the data-transmitting means . 

2. (Original) The print system according to claim 1, wherein the determination means 
further determines how much ink is short when the remaining ink amount is determined to be not 
sufficient, and the notifying means notifies the user of how much ink is short. 

3. (Original) The print system according to claim 1, wherein the transmitting means of the 
printer controller repeatedly transmits the request signal at a predetermined interval. 
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4. (Original) The print system according to claim 1, wherein the printer controller further 
comprises preview data generating means for generating preview data based on the image data, 
the preview data being generated by reducing a size of the image data, and the predicting means 
predicts the required ink amount based on the preview data. 

5. (Original) The print system according to claim 4, wherein the predicting means 
comprises: 

average tone calculation means for calculating an average tone of pixels making up a 
preview image, the preview image being formed based on the preview data; 

average density calculation means for calculating an average density of the image to be 
formed based on the average tone; and 

" ' " ink amount calculation means for calculating., as the required ink amount, an ink amount 
for forming the image with the average density at an actual size. 

6. (Original) The print system according to claim 1, wherein at least one of the terminal and 
the printer controller further comprises an another memory that stores the remaining ink amount 
data, and another determination means for determining whether or not ink needs to be 
replenished to the printer based on the remaining ink amount data stored in the memory; and the 
notifying means further notifies the user that the ink needs to be replenished when the another 
determination means determines that the ink needs to be replenished. 
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7. (Original) The print system according to claim 6, wherein the notifying means comprises 
a display that notifies the user of the remaining ink amount by displaying at least one of a normal 
sized graph and a magnified sized graph, the display displaying the magnified sized graph when 
instructed by a user or when the another determination means determines that the ink needs to be 
replenished. 

8. (Original) The print system according to claim 6, further comprising a plurality of 
printers, 

wherein the memory stores the remaining ink amount data received from the transmitting 
means of each of the plurality of printers; 

at least one of the terminal and the printer controller further comprises data editing means 
for editing the remaining ink amount data received from the transmitting means of each of the 
plurality of printers into single data; and 

the notifying means notifies the user of the remaining ink amount of each of the plurality 
of printers in a form that enables the user to compare the remaining ink amount of each of the 
plurality of printers. 

9. (Original) The print system according to claim 8, wherein the printer controller further 
includes condition detecting means for detecting a condition of the printers; 

the managing means further manages condition data indicating the condition of the 
printers; 

the notifying means notifies the user of the remaining ink amount and the condition of the 
printers based on the remaining ink amount data and the condition data in a form that enables the 
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user to compare the remaining ink amount and the condition of the plurality of printers. 

10. (Original) The print system according to claim 9, wherein the printer controller further 
comprises printer selecting means for selecting, based on at least one of the remaining ink 
amount data and the condition data, one of the plurality of printers which performs the print 
operations. 

1 1 . (Original) The print system according to claim 1 , wherein 

the printer performs the print operations using a plurality of different colors of ink; 

the predicting means predicts the required ink amount for each of the different colors; 

the managing means manages the remaining ink amount data indicating the remaining ink 
amount for each of the different colors; and 

the determination means determines whether or not the remaining ink amount is 
sufficient for each of the different colors. 

12. (Original) The print system according to claim 11, wherein the notifying means 
comprises a display that displays graphs, and the notifying means further notifies the user of the 
remaining ink amount and required ink amount of each of different colors by displaying the 
graphs each indicating the remaining ink amount and required ink amount of corresponding one 
of the different colors. 
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13. (Currently Amended) A printer controller connected between a terminal and a printer, the 
terminal generating image data, the printer performing print operations for forming an image on 
a recording medium based on print data, the printer transmitting remaining ink amount data 
indicating an amount of ink remaining in the printer in response to a request signal from external 
devices, the printer controller comprising: 

converting means for converting the image data into the print data; 

predicting means for predicting, based on the image data, a required ink amount 
indicating an ink amount required by the printer for performing the print operations based on the 
print data; 

transmitting means for transmitting the request signal to the printer; 

receiving means for receiving the remaining ink amount data from the printer; 

determination means for determining, before the print operations start, whether the 
remaining ink amount is sufficient for the printer to complete the print operations, based on the 
print data; and 

notifying means for notifying a user of determination results determined by the 
determination means before a printing operation based on the print data is started at the printer 
wherein the transmitting means further transmits the print data to the printer only if the 
determination means has determined that the remaining ink amount is sufficient . 
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14. (Currently Amended) A printer controller connected between a terminal and a printer, 
the terminal generating image data, the printer performing print operations for forming an image 
on a recording medium based on print data, the printer transmitting remaining ink amount data 
indicating an amount of ink remaining in the printer in response to a request signal from external 
devices, the printer controller comprising: 

converting means for converting the image data into the print data; 

predicting means for predicting, based on the image data, a required ink amount 
indicating an ink amount required by the printer for performing the print operations based on the 
print data; 

first transmitting means for transmitting the request signal to the printer; 

receiving means for receiving the remaining ink amount data from the printer; 
determination means for determining, before the print operations start, whether the remaining ink 
amount is sufficient for the printer to complete the print operations based on the print data; and 

second transmitting means for transmitting required ink amount data indicating the 
required ink amount and the remaining ink amount data to the terminal, wherein 

the first transmitting means further transmits the print dat a to the printer only if the 
determination means has determined that the remaining ink amount is sufficient. 
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15. (Previously Presented) A predicting method for predicting a required ink amount 
required by a printer for performing print operations, the predicting method comprising the steps 
of: 

generating preview data based on image data, by reducing the size of the image data; 
determining an average tone of pixels of a preview image, the preview image being 
formed based on the preview data; 

based on the average tone, calculating an average density of a print image to be printed; 

and 

detecting an ink amount required for printing an entire print region with the average 
density at an actual size. 

16. (Currently Amended) A notifying method of notifying a user of an ink amount, the 
notifying method comprising the steps of: 

(a) converting image data into print data; 

(b) predicting a required ink amount indicating an ink amount required by a printer 
for performing print operations, the print operations being performed for forming a print image 
on recording medium based on the print data; 

(c) detecting a remaining ink amount indicating an ink amount remaining in the 

printer; 

(d) comparing the required ink amount with the remaining ink amount; 

(e) determining whether or not the remaining ink amount is sufficient for the printer 
to complete the print operations based on the print data; [[and]] 

(f) notifying a user of a determining result of the step (e), before the printer starts 
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performing the print operations based on the print data ; and 

(g) performing the printing operations to form the print image based on the print data 
if it is determined in step (e) that the remaining ink amount is sufficient . 

17. (Original) The notifying method according to claim 16, further comprising the steps 
of (g) determining how much ink is short when it is determined in the step (e) that the remaining 
ink amount is not sufficient, and (h) notifying the user of how much ink is short. 

18. (Original) The notifying method according to claim 16, wherein the step (d) 
comprises the steps of (i) generating preview data based on the image data, and (j) predicting the 
required ink amount based on the preview data. 

19. (Original) The notifying method according to claim 18, wherein the step (j) 
comprises the steps of (k) displaying a preview image based on the preview data, (1) calculating 
an average tone of pixels of the preview image, (m) based on the average tone, calculating an 
average density of the print image printed by the print operations, and (n) calculating, as the 
required ink amount, an ink amount required for printing an entire print region with the actual 
density at an actual print size. 

20. (Original) The notifying method of claim 1 6, further comprising the steps of : 

(o) determining whether or not ink needs to be replenished; and (p) notifying a user that 
the ink needs to be replenished when it is determined in the step (o) that ink needs to be 
replenished. 
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21. (Original) The notifying method according to claim 16, wherein the step (c) 
comprises the steps of (q) storing initial ink amount data indicating an amount of ink remaining 
in the printer immediately after ink has replenished last time; (r) based on a cumulative amount 
of print data, detecting consumed ink amount indicating an amount of ink consumed since the 
ink has replenished last time; and (s) subtracting the consumed ink amount from the initial ink 
amount, thereby obtaining the remaining ink amount. 

22. (Original) The notifying method according to claim 16, further comprising the steps 
of: (t) detecting a condition of the printers; and (u) notifying the user of the condition of the 
printers. 

23. (Original) The notifying method according to claim 22, further comprising the steps of 
(v) based on the remaining ink amount and the condition of the print operations, automatically 
selecting one of a plurality of printers to which the print data is transmitted. 
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REMARKS 

This amendment is in response to the Office Action of May 19, 2003 and the Notice of 
March 1, 2004, and is being filed with an RCE application. 
A. Change of Correspondence Address 

At the outset, Applicants appreciate the courtesy of the Examiner in discussing the status 
of the above-captioned patent application. As noted in these discussions, a Notice was mailed by 
the Patent Office to 605 Third Avenue, New York, NY on March 1, 2004. However, attorneys 
for applicant never received this Notice, as the correct address for the attorneys for applicant at 
that time was 685 Third Avenue, New York, NY. 

Attorneys for applicant filed a Change of Correspondence Address with the above- 
captioned application on March 3, 2003 (received and stamped by the Office of Initial Patent 
Examination ("OIPE") on March 10, 2003) requesting that the correspondence address for this 
application be changed to 685 Third Avenue, New York, NY and further requesting that the 
correspondence address be changed to correspond with Customer Number 29540. Attorneys for 
applicant also filed a second Change of Correspondence Address on November 18, 2003 
(received and stamped by OIPE on November 20, 2003) again requesting that the 
correspondence address for this application be changed to 685 Third Avenue, New York, NY; 
and a third Change of Correspondence Address on February 3, 2005 (received and stamped by 
OIPE on February 7, 2005) requesting that the correspondence address be changed to 7 Times 
Square, New York, NY 1 0036-73 11. 

It appears that no Notice of Abandonment has been filed for this application. Subsequent 
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to the above-referenced conversation with the Examiner, Applicants filed a fourth Change of 
Correspondence Address on February 1, 2006, which was received by OIPE that day. Once this 
fourth Change of Correspondence Address was entered, Applicant's attorneys were able to 
access this application on private PAIR, and realized (in conjunction with conversations with the 
Examiner) that the Notice of March 1, .2004 had been mailed to the wrong address 
notwithstanding Applicant's repeated filings of a Change of Correspondence Address prior and 
subsequent to March 1, 2004. Copies of each of these Change of Correspondence Address forms 
are attached herewith as Exhibit A. 
II. Amendment of Drawing and Claims 

A proposed change to Figure 3 is shown in red herein. It is respectfully submitted that 
this change is supported by page 15, line 13 of the specification. Figure 3 has been labeled in the 
top margin as a "Replacement Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR §1.121. It is respectfully submitted 
that no new matter is added. A copy of pages 1 to 13 of the formal drawings is attached herewith 
as Exhibit B. 

The Office Action rejected Claims 16, 18 and 20-22 under 35 U.S.C. §102(e) as 
anticipated by the Samuels reference. Similarly, the Office Action rejected Claims 17, 19 and 23 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as obvious over the Samuels reference in combination with the Garr 
reference; rejected Claims 13 and 14 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as obvious over the combination 
of the Samuels and Awa references; rejected Claim 15 as obvious over the combination of the 
Samuels and Garr references; rejected Claims 1, 3 and 6 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as obvious 
over the combination of the Samuels and Yano and/or Owa references; rejected Claims 2, 4, 5 
and 7-10 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as obvious over the Samuels, Yano and/or Owa references in 
combination with the Garr reference; and rejected Claims 11-12 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
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obvious over the Samuels, Yano and/or Owa, in combination with the Brown, Jr. reference. 

In response to these prior art rejections, Claim 1 has been amended to further recite: 

data-transmitting means for transmitting the print data to 
the printer only if the determining means has determined that the 
remaining ink amount is sufficient to complete the print operations 
based on the print data, wherein the printer performs the print 
operations based on the print data transmitted from the data- 
transmitting means 

Similar amendments have been made to Claims 13, 14 and 16. It is respectfully 
submitted that no new matter has been added. 
III. Response to Notice 

In response to the Notice of March 1, 2004, Applicants submit herewith (1) a complete 
set of the formal drawings, with Figure 3 labeled in the top margin as "Replacement"; and (2) a 
complete "Listing" of all of Claims 1-23 pending in the above-identified application. A copy of 
the Notice is attached herewith as Exhibit C. The new listing presents Claims 17-23 which were 
inadvertently omitted from the Amendment Filed with RCE filed on February 6, 2004. 

In view of the above, Applicants submit that the amendment is now compliant. 
However, if for some reason the amendment is not considered compliant, it is respectfully 
requested that the undersigned attorney be contacted so that additional corrections may be 
entered. 
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Applicants do not believe any fees are due. However, if any fees are due, please charge 
such sums to our Deposit Account 50-1 145. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Gerald Levy 
Registration No. 24,419 

Ronald E. Brown 
Registration No. 32,200 

Attorneys for Applicants 

Pitney Hardin L.L.P. 
7 Times Square 

New York, New York 10036-731 1 
212-297-5800 
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